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Why Brexit?



Historical view: percentageof population that view membership in the EU as a ‘bad 
thing’

source: Eurobarometers 2001-2011 
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Source: YouGov, February 2016
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 The relationship between Britain and Europe ”is determined by 
strong cultural notions of differentness” (Spiering, 5)

 ”Europeans are viewed either ‘en masse’ as non-British, or one nation 
is made to represent Europe as a whole” (Spiering, 20)
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”It is often suggested that living on 
an island gives people special
characteristics…” (Spiering, 30)

* Including a fierce attachment to 
liberty (or sovereignty)

The UK’s ‘splendid 
isolation’
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Members of the English Defence League (EDL) gather for a protest in Leicester city centre, 
England, on 9 October, 2010 



YouGov (December 2016)



Brexit’s consequences
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Chart 1 – United Kingdom Family of Nations (UK-FON) references (27 May 2010 – 31 Oct 2018)
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A ‘Global Britain’ in 
the post-Brexit
Future?



Caption: ‘But first, all passengers will vote on whether we step ashore or continue our 
luxury cruise …’





Polling of over 13,600 people shows significant support for CANZUK free movement
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Obstacles to ‘Global Britain’



Regionalization of trade
exports to the UK 1960 1969 --

New Zealand 50% 39% 2.9% (2017)

Australia 24% 12.5% 2.8% (2015)

Canada 16% 7.5% 2.8% (2018)

Source: A. May (2013), ”The Commonwealth and Britain’s Turn to Europe, 1945-73,” The Round Table, 

102:1, 29-39; https://tradingeconomics.com/canada/exports-by-country;https://www.aph.gov.au/About_ 

Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook45p/AustraliaTrade;

https://oec.world/en/profile/country/nzl/  



https://www.politico.eu/article/brexiteers-trade-on-a-myth-euroskeptic-sovreignty-
destiny-global-economy/
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Gravity theory of trade








